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Abstract - This paper explores the determinants of returns on listed European banks stocks through the 
use of a linear multifactor model of stock returns, in which fundamental macroeconomic factors are 
used, in addition to the market return, as explanatory variables. After specifying and fitting the model, 
estimating factor loadings on common factors, an effort is made to further understand the stocks 
fundamental characteristics that lead to the factor loadings estimates we observe. The results seem to 
indicate that, in the 1999-2002 period, in which the banks considered were traded in Euro, the factor 
loading against the market factor and against the default spread may be systematically related to banks 
fundamental characteristics like asset quality indicators (especially reserves for bad loans over loans), 
to the composition of income (share of interest and commission revenue), and toa general indicator of 
banks efficiency like the cost-income ratio.  
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